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For a long time now, Bollywood and the storybooks have been raking mullahs through selling the

Web Development (Tech) v
idea of a fairy-tale. Something that's so deeply rooted and then marketed in and around women that
many has started believing that a fairytale is an ultimate destination for a woman in our country and Please tell us in detail what help
are voli lonkino for? s

every woman wishes for it. But then you know this thing about stories - that they're always
subjective. The perfect version of a fairytale differs from person to person. And, the truth is - there's
no fairytale, whatsoever. For women in India, unfortunately - the process involves continuous tests

and proving their mettie, something that makes women possess a qualitative advantage over men

owing to the perfection of skill-sets as they pass the tests of time but has the journey been smooth

enough? No.
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Is the struggle worth it? Definitely yes!
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We interviewed several women and stepped into their shoes on the event of International Women's

Day and here's what they have to say about the challenges they've faced and overcome over the
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The worst of it all is the bias- that you are a woman- are you sure?

It takes time for doors to open and one has to be at it consistently to build trust and be finally
allowed 1o explore and make mistakes. Luckily for me, | came into an organisation that has a
considerable female employee ratic. However, as an entrepreneur, | feel | have the pressure 1o prove
myself against all odds and that sometimes takes a toll on the entire project or purpose. In most

scenarios, | try to take inputs, put my best and then work consistently.

Tina Garg, CEO at Pink Lemonade

Tina Garg, CEO at Pink Lemonade

My challenges weren't unusual from any other entrepreneur. They weren't really related to being a
woman, fortunately. | believe if you're confident, aware and ahead of your game, you're pretty much
on an even footing today. So my challenges were really around hiring when we were smaller, finding
the right leadership, and coaching the team for the next level of growth. The right strategic
intervention from my mentor and spouse, Tapan, quickly helped us solve many of these, and today he
Is the chief mentor to the organization as a whole. Most women entrepreneurs must avail of some

form of mentoring support from both men and women If possible.

Dr Malini Saba, Founder & Chairman, Saba Group &
Anannke Foundations
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Malini Saba - Founder & Chairman, Saba Group & Anannke Foundations

In the last 30 years, working in a male-dominated industry, there have been instances of not being
taken seriously, being deemed "high-risk” by potential funders, being denied access to networks,

education, social expectations, and mentors, and the list goes on.

The biggest hurdle was getting others to believe me and help raise funds or debt. They felt | didn't
understand the commodities market, so they would give me lip service, consider my proposal, but
politely decline and say come back when you have sales. | decided 1o take a loan and used my credit
cards to build it out. Essentially, | used all of my life savings to purchase the first few concessions for

gold and iron ore and move head.

The third knock from the universe was the worst; the funds we were expecting never showed up and
that put us in such a bad place. It was followed by the markets tanking and price volatility. It was a
nightmare, but | believed in myself, my dream, and the vision. My savings came into play once more.

But now when | look back, it was all worth it.

Conclusion

Women as entrepreneurs are seen as a myth and that's because of the many obstacles they have to
face in their careers, but these women have faced the odds and come out stronger on the other side!

Hope this inspires you to really look into entrepreneurship as a viable career option!

Women Entrepreneurs on Why They Chose Entrepreneurship

It is Sunday. You wake up in the morning, as usual and grab the newspaper to
gothrough the headlines and you are pleasingly surprised to know that 5Bl
iswilling to step up and invest in the already troubled Yes Bank. Well, this
maysound like any other acquisition news but there's something differ...
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FAQs

What are the major challenges faced by the women
entrepreneurs?

The key challenges faced by entrepreneurs are financial arrangement, raw material shortages, stiff
competition, restricted mobility, family relations, education shortages, male-dominated society, and

low-risk capacity, among others.

Why are there fewer female entrepreneurs?

The primary reasons for low female entrepreneurship rates are unconscious discrimination and
insufficient trust in business skills, difficult access to finances and networks, a lack of family support

and child care opportunities, and inadequate workplace and public space protection.

Why is female entrepreneurship important?

Female entrepreneurship is essential for any country’'s economic growth as more and more women
join the workforce. It narrows the prevalent gender gap and makes the office environment more

passive, trickling down the effect of social change.
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